The focus of cell cycle research has changed almost beyond recognition in the past five years. The discovery that the cdc2 protein, controlling entry into both S-phase and mitosis in fission yeast, has functional homologues in higher eukaryotes and is a component of the biochemically defined M-phase promoting kinase (MPF) has opened up a powerful mixture of biochemistry and genetics for cell cycle research. cdc2 and the cyclins that activate it for different cell cycle functions are now centre stage. This book is an up-to-date review of this new-look cell cycle research.
The book manages to provide a unique combination of authority and timeliness, It contains contributions from many of the labs that are foremost in this area of research. Furthermore, most of the results presented in detail are from very recent papers, addressing current issues and dilemmas. This is particularly praiseworthy given the hectic pace of research in this field, and the usual problem of books being out of date before they are even published.
Another feature of the book which 1 found very useful, much to my surprise, was that each paper was followed by an extensively documented 'discussion'. I was expecting these discussions to be desultory and uninspired. Instead they contained in-depth analyses of some of the most important problems raised by the papers, often backed up with currently unpublished results. Reading them, I felt that I was a witness to discussions dealing with issues whose solutions will be gracing the pages of Nature and Cell in the next few years. U.K.
The amateur psychologist is also provided with interesting material with which to analyse the personality of some prominent researchers in this field; by the end of the book, some of these faceless characters will definitely have come alive for you! My reservations about the book stem principally from its good points. You can't write for both insiders and outsiders, and I suspect that many interested readers from even closely related fields will soon be baffled by arcane details of phosphorylation sites and the growing families of cdc2 and cyclin proteins. The events of the cell cycle themselves are barely addressed in the book: mitosis and DNA replication are essentially viewed as activities to be controlled, and as such subservient to the cdc2/cyclin paradigm. However, for people interested in learning about this field, it is the most comprehensive volume covering contemporary developments that I am aware of. In summary, the book will be indispensable for people working in the field, whilst outsiders will find little information about the actual events of the cell cycle but plenty about the universal mechanisms that control them.
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